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Notice To District Residents

Important Dates:
The Annual School Budget Public Hearing
The annual School Budget Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, June 2, 2020, at 7 pm via Live Stream at 
www.clake.org. At this time, the proposed budget for the 2020-2021 school year will be presented and re-
viewed. Questions regarding the 2020-2021 budget can be forwarded to the District Clerk prior to or during the 
meeting via email at hmartin@clake.org.

Annual District Meeting and Election
The Annual Chautauqua Lake Central School District Election will be held on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, via absen-
tee ballot. Ballots must be received no later than 5 pm on June 9, 2020.

What You Will Be Voting On:
School Budget for the 2020-2021 School Year
District residents will be voting on the operating budget of the school district for the 2020-2021 school year. 
The Budget for the Chautauqua Lake Central School District, Chautauqua County, New York, for the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 2021, as presented by the Board of Education is approved and 
adopted in the amount of $23,202,347. Copies of the proposed budget will be available by May 27, 2020, in the 
District Office. 

Voting for School Board Members
Three “three-year term” board seats will be filled this year. Candidates who filed the required documents as of 
the deadline of May 11, 2020, will appear on the ballot alphabetically as listed below:

•	Travis Bensink
•	Gina Hardenburg
•	Melissa Putney
•	Zach Stahlsmith
•	Mary Lee Talbot

Qualifications For Voters:
According to education law, to be qualified to vote in the June 9, 2020, school district election, you must be:

1.	 A citizen of the United States
2.	 At least eighteen (18) years of age
3.	 A legal resident of the school district for a period of thirty (30) days prior to the day of the election. 

Each voter must affirm legal residency within the Chautauqua Lake Central School District.

Request For Absentee Ballots:
Any qualified voter who is not registered to vote with the Chautauqua County Board of Elections may request a 
ballot by contacting the District Clerk’s Office at 100 North Erie Street, Mayville, NY 14757 or (716) 753-5808 
for further details.

Annual Public Hearing
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 7 pm

via Live Stream at www.clake.org

Budget Vote & School Board Election
Tuesday, June 9, 2020

via absentee ballot
*Ballots must be received no later than 5 pm
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  * Items which are statutorily considered non-contingent expenses include: student supplies; community use of building and grounds; and certain equipment purchases 
(pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law).

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount: 
(Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions 
are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget Adopted
for the 2019-20

School Year

Budget Proposed
for the 2020-21

School Year

Contingency Budget
for the 2020-21
School Year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $23,099,235 $23,202,347 $22,613,736

Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year $103,112 $588,611

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget .04% -2.54%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $12,015,988 $12,316,388

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $-0- $-0-

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable** $-0- $-0-

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $-0- $-0-

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C + D) $12,015,988 $12,316,388 $12,015,988

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $219,190 $271,240

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $12,041,256 $12,064,356

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) $11,796,798 $12,045,148

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions)** $244,458 $19,208

Administrative Component $1,878,295 $1,972,388 $1,878,295

Program Component $15,986,370 $16,126,017 $15,631,499

Capital Component $5,234,570 $5,103,942 $5,103,942

Description Amount

N/A N/A

Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2020-21 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $270

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 by the qualified voters of the Chautauqua Lake Central School District, Chautauqua County, New York, will be held 
by mail-in ballot on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. Ballots must be received by 5 pm, prevailing time in the Chautauqua Lake Central School District.

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

School District Budget Notice
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Proposed Budget 2020-21
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District Information

Candidates For Board of Education:

Travis Bensink
Gina Hardenburg
Melissa Putney
Zach Stahlsmith
Mary Lee Talbot

Three vacancies - three-year term (positions are at large)

About Chautauqua Lake Central School:

Mailing Address
100 North Erie Street
Mayville, NY 14757

Phone Numbers 
Superintendent’s Office  ..............................	 (716) 753-5808
Business Office  ..........................................	 (716) 753-5874
Elementary Office  ......................................	 (716) 753-5841
Secondary Office  ........................................	 (716) 753-5881
Student Services   ..............................	..........	 (716) 753-5877
Health Office   .............................................	 (716) 753-5819
Cafeteria Office   .........................................	 (716) 753-5824
Transportation	   ...........................................	 (716) 753-5901

Windstream customers may call toll-free at 789-4195 during office hours only to be transferred to the  
appropriate office. 

For school information online, please visit www.clake.org.

Administration
Dr. Joshua Liddell, Superintendent of Schools
TBD, Secondary School Principal
Megan Lundgren, Elementary School Principal

Board of Education
Amy Webb, President
Mary Lee Talbot, Vice President
Jay Baker
Travis Bensink
Michael Ludwig
Andrea Munsee-Wellman
Kenneth Shearer

District Officers
Beth Olson, Business Administrator
David Thomas, District Treasurer
Heidi Martin, District Clerk

Names are listed alphabetically, in the 
order they will appear on the ballot.
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DISCLOSURE REGULATIONS
EDUCATION LAW

SECTION 1608 AND 1716

Section 111 and 112 of Chapter 474 of the Laws of 1996 amends Section 1608 and 1716 of 
Education Law requiring a list of the compensation for certain staff.  This disclosure regulation 
includes the Superintendent of Schools.

School District Profile
The Superintendent of Schools is the Chief Executive Officer of the Chautauqua Lake Central 
School District.  This employment is subject to a contract negotiated with the Board of 
Education.  In short, the Superintendent is the CEO of a business with an annual budget of 
slightly over 23 million dollars, fixed assets of 66 million dollars, and over one hundred sixty 
five employees.

Superintendent’s Qualifications
Pursuant to Education Law Section 3003, superintendents must hold a certificate from the 
Commissioner certifying their qualification including at least 60 credit hours of post-graduate 
work beyond their four-year bachelor’s degree and three years of teaching experience.  Our 
Superintendent exceeds those qualifications and has twenty-three (23) years of administrative 
experience with thirty-one (31) years total experience in education.

Statutory Responsibilities
The Education law charges the Superintendent with the following duties:
1711.  Appointment of Superintendent of Schools.   Subdivision 5:
a. “To be the chief executive officer of the school district and the educational system, and to 

have the right to speak on all matters before the board but not to vote.
b. To endorse all previsions of law and all rules and regulations relating to the management of 

the school and other educational, social, and recreational activities under the direction of the 
Board of Education.

c. To prepare the content of each course of study authorized by the Board of Education.
d. To recommend suitable lists of textbooks to be used in the schools.
e. To have supervision and direction of associate, assistant, and other superintendents, directors, 

supervisors, principals, teachers, lecturers, medical inspectors, nurses, auditors, attendance 
officers, janitors, and other persons employed in the management of the schools or the other 
educational activities of the district authorized by (Education Law) and under the direction 
and management of the Board of Education.
i) to transfers teachers from one school to another or from one grade of the 

course of study to another grade of such course...
ii) to report to such board violations and regulations and cases of 

insubordination and to suspend an associate, assistant, or other 
superintendent, director, supervisor, expert, principal, teacher, or other 
employee until the next regular meeting of such board....
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Statutory Responsibilities (con’t)
f.	 To have supervision and direction over the enforcement and observance of the courses of  
	 study, the examination and promotion of pupils, and over all other matters pertaining to  
	 playgrounds, medical inspection, recreation, and social center work, libraries, lectures, and  
	 all other activities under the management, direction, and control of the Board of Education.

Section 3012. The Superintendent has the power to recommend teachers and supervisors to the 
Board for tenure. 

Compensation
The Superintendent’s compensation is broken into three parts: salary, benefits, and other  
considerations.

$145,833		  Annual Salary -- This is the maximum annual salary available to the chief  
			   executive officer, which includes base salary, deferred retirement annuity,  
			   and possible contractual vacation reimbursement.

$ 29,719		  Annualized Cost of Benefits -- The Superintendent receives the same  
			   ancillary benefits provided to all employees; mandatory contributions for  
			   Federal Social Security, Retirement System, and Health Benefits. The  
			   Superintendent’s contract also provides whole life and disability insurance  
			   policies similar to other CEOs in school districts across the state. 

Zero			   Other compensation
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Exemption Impact Report
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The New York State School Report Card
Fiscal Accountability Supplement for 

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE CSD
The New York State Education Law and the Commissioner’s Regulations have required the attachment of 
the NYS School Report Card to the public school district budget proposal. The regulations required that  
certain expenditure ratios for general education and special education students be reported and compared 
with ratios for similar districts and all public schools. The required ratios for this district are reported below. 

2018-2019 School Year General Education Special Education

This 
School 
District

Instructional Expenditures $9,881,643 $3,664,220

Pupils 772 109

Expenditures Per Pupil $12,800 $33,617

Similar 
District
Group

Instructional Expenditures $8,760,789,980 $3,724,876,702

Pupils 735,579 113,376

Expenditures Per Pupil $11,910 $32,854

Total of All 
School Districts 

in NY State

Instructional Expenditures $35,199,223,413 $15,660,696,162

Pupils 2,632,781 485,151

Expenditures Per Pupil $13,370 $32,280

Similar District Group Description:          Average Need/Resource Capacity

Instructional Expenditures for General Education are K-12 expenditures for classroom instruction (excluding Special Education) 
plus a proration of building level administrative and instructional support expenditures. These expenditures includes amounts for 
instruction of students with disabilities in a general-education setting. District expenditures, such as transportation, debt service and 
district-wide administration are not included.

The pupil count for General Education is K-12 average daily membership plus K-12 pupils for whom the district pays tuition to 
another school district. This number represents all pupils, including those classified as having disabilities and those not classified, 
excluding only students with disabilities placed out of district. Pupils resident in the district but attending a charter school are in-
cluded. For districts in which a county jail is located, this number includes incarcerated youth to whom the district must provide an 
education program.

Instructional Expenditures for Special Education are K-12 expenditures for students with disabilities (including summer special ed-
ucation expenditures) plus a proration of building-level administrative and instructional support expenditures. District expenditures, 
such as transportation, debt service and district-wide administration are not included.

The pupil count for Special Education is a count of K-12 students with disabilities for the school year plus students for whom the 
district receives tuition from another district plus students for whom the district pays tuition to another district. Students attending 
the State schools at Rome and Batavia, private placements and out-of-state placements are included. 

Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Instructional Expenditures to Pupils. The total cost of instruc-
tion for students with disabilities may include both general- and special-education expenditures. Special-education services provid-
ed in the general-education classroom may benefit students not classified as having disabilities.

2018-2019 School Year This School 
 District

Similar District 
Group

Total of All School  
Districts in NY State

Total Expenditures Per Pupil $26,557 $23,507 $25,845

Total Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Total Expenditures to Pupils. Total Expenditures include district 
expenditures for classroom instruction, as well as expenditures for transportation, debt service, community service and district-wide 
administration that are not included in the Instructional Expenditure values for General Education and Special Education. As such, 
the sum of the General Education and Special Education does not equal the Total Expenditures. 
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The New York State School Report Card
Fiscal Accountability Supplement for 

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE CSD
The New York State Education Law and the Commissioner’s Regulations have required the attachment of 
the NYS School Report Card to the public school district budget proposal. The regulations required that  
certain expenditure ratios for general education and special education students be reported and compared 
with ratios for similar districts and all public schools. The required ratios for this district are reported below. 

Student Counts This School District Similar District 
Group

Total of All School 
Districts in NY State

Student Placement - 
Percent of Time 
Inside Regular 
Classroom

Count of Students 
with Disabilities

Percentage of 
Students with 

Disabilities

Count of Students 
with Disabilities

Percentage of 
Students with 

Disabilities

80% or more 59 60.2% 57.7% 58.7%
40% to 79% 10 10.2% 18.7% 11.5%
Less than 40% 23 23.5% 16.1% 19.0%
Separate Settings 6 6.1% 4.7% 5.3%
Other Settings 0 0.0% 2.8% 5.6%

The source data for the statistics in this table were reported through the Student Information Repository System (SIRS) and verified 
in the Verification Report 5. The counts are numbers of students reported in the least restrictive environment categories for school-
age programs (ages 6-21) on BEDS Day, which is the first Wednesday of the reporting year. The percentages represent the amount 
of time students with disabilities are in general-education classrooms, regardless of the amount and cost of special-education ser-
vices they receive. Rounding of percentage values may cause them to sum to a number slightly different from 100%.

School-age Students with Disabilities Classification Rate

 2018-2019 School Year This School 
District

Similar District 
Group

Total of All School 
Districts in NY State

 Special Ed Classification Rate 12.1% 13.4% 14.7%

This rate is the ratio of the count of school-age students with disabilities (ages 4-21) to the total enrollment of all school-age 
students in the school district, including students who are parentally placed in nonpublic schools located in the school district. The 
numerator includes all school-age students who reside in the district. In the case of parentally placed students in nonpublic schools, 
it includes the number of students who attend the nonpublic schools located in the school district. Source data are drawn from the 
SIRS and from the Basic Education Data System (BEDS).

Similar District Group Description:             Average Need/Resource Capacity
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School Report Card Data (2018-19)

K-12 Enrollment: 705

These enrollment data are collected as part of NYSED’s Student Information Repository System (SIRS). These counts are as of 
“BEDS Day” which is typically the first Wednesday in October. Available are enrollment counts for public and charter school 
students by various demographics for the 2018-2019 school year. For nonpublic school enrollment data please see the Non-Public 
School Enrollment and Staff information on our Information and Reporting Services webpage.

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE CSD ENROLLMENT (2018-2019)

ENROLLMENT BY GENDER

ENROLLMENT BY ETHNICITY
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ENROLLMENT BY GRADE

OTHER GROUPS

STAFF QUALIFICATIONS
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GRADUATION DATA
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GRADES 3-8 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SUMMARY 
(2018-2019)

The New York State Report Card is an important part of the Board of Regents’ effort to create educational equity and raise learning 
standards for all students. Knowledge gained from the report card on a school’s or district’s strengths and weaknesses can be used to 
improve instruction and services to students. The report card provides information to the public on school/district staff, students, and 
measures of school and district performance as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Fundamentally, ESSA is about 
creating a set of interlocking strategies to promote education equity by providing support to districts and schools as they work to 
ensure that every student succeeds. New York State is committed to ensuring that all students succeed and thrive in school no matter 
who they are, where they live, where they go to school, or where they come from. 

STUDENT DATA
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GRADE 3 ELA RESULTS
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GRADE 4 ELA RESULTS
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GRADE 5 ELA RESULTS
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GRADE 6 ELA RESULTS
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GRADE 7 ELA RESULTS
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GRADE 8 ELA RESULTS
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GRADES 3-8 MATHEMATICS SUMMARY RESULTS (2018-2019)
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GRADE 3 MATH RESULTS
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GRADE 4 MATH RESULTS
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GRADE 5 MATH RESULTS
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GRADE 6 MATH RESULTS
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GRADE 7 MATH RESULTS



P a g e  3 4 	 2 0 2 0 - 2 1  P r o p o s e d  B u d g e t

GRADE 8 MATH RESULTS
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GRADES 4 & 8 SCIENCE SUMMARY RESULTS (2018-2019)
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GRADE 4 SCIENCE RESULTS
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GRADE 8 SCIENCE RESULTS
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ANNUAL REGENTS ENGLISH (2018-2019)



C h a u t a u q u a  L a k e  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l 	 P a g e  3 9

ANNUAL REGENTS ALGEBRA I (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS GEOMETRY (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS ALGEBRA II  (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS LIVING ENVIRONMENT (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS PHYSICAL SETTING/EARTH SCIENCE 
(2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS PHYSICAL SETTING/CHEMISTRY
(2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS PHYSICAL SETTING/PHYSICS
(2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS TRANSITIONAL EXAM IN  
GLOBAL HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS NEW FRAMEWORK GLOBAL HISTORY 
& GEOGRAPHY II (2018-2019)
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ANNUAL REGENTS U.S. HISTORY & GOVERNMENT 
(2018-2019)
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2015 TOTAL COHORT REGENTS EXAMS IN ENGLISH



P a g e  5 0 	 2 0 2 0 - 2 1  P r o p o s e d  B u d g e t

2015 TOTAL COHORT REGENTS EXAMS IN MATH
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2015 TOTAL COHORT REGENTS EXAMS IN SCIENCE
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2015 TOTAL COHORT REGENTS EXAMS IN  
GLOBAL HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY
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

2015 TOTAL COHORT REGENTS EXAMS IN  
U.S. HISTORY 7 GOVERNMENT

NEW YORK STATE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT (2018-2019)
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS - REPORT CARDS DATA
2-YEAR Institutions

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 2 but less than 4 years duration. This includes occupational and vocational

schools with programs of at least 1800 hours and academic institutions with programs of less than 4 years. This does not include bachelor's

degree-granting institutions where the baccalaureate program can be completed in 3 years.

4-YEAR/GRAD Institutions

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 4 years duration or one that offers programs at or above the baccalaureate level.

This includes schools that offer post baccalaureate certi�cates only or those that offer graduate programs only. This also includes free-

standing medical, law or other �rst-professional schools.

Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP)

A program of preparation for the High School Equivalency Examination for students 16 to 19 years old as described in Section 100.7(h) of the

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. The number of enrolled students used as the denominator for determining the percentage of

students who entered an AHSEPP is the number of students in grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 14 or older.

Armed Forces Parent

Student with one or more parent or guardian who is a member of the Armed Forces and on Active Duty. The Armed Forces are the Army,

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, or full-time National Guard. Active duty means full-time duty in the active military service of

the United States. Such term includes full-time training duty, annual training duty, and attendance, while in the active military service, at a

school designated as a service school by law or by the Secretary of the military department concerned.

Attendance Rate

Annual Attendance Rate is determined by dividing the school's (or district's) total actual attendance by the total possible attendance for a

school year. A school's (or district's) actual attendance is the sum of the number of students in attendance on each day the school (or district's

schools) was open during the school year. Possible attendance is the sum of the number of enrolled students who should have been in

attendance on each day the school (or schools) was open during the school year. The state's Annual Attendance Rate is a weighted average of

all district-level attendance rates. Attendance data are lagged a year because data for the reporting year are reported in October following

the close of that reporting year.

Average Class Size

Average Class Size is the total registration in speci�ed classes divided by the number of those classes with registration. The count only

includes the reporting of students with the grade level associated with the class/course (e.g. tenth grade students enrolled in Mathematics

Grade 10). It excludes the reporting of mixed-level classes. Common Branch refers to self-contained classes in Grades 1-6.

CUNY

City University of New York

Completers

Completers are students with a local diploma with or without Regents endorsement or with an Individualized Education Diploma (IEP).

Core Classes 

Glossary of Terms - Report Cards Data
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Core Classes are primarily K-6 common branch, English, mathematics, science, social studies, art, music, and foreign languages.

Dropouts

Dropouts are students in grades 7-12 and ungraded secondary students whose last regular enrollment record indicated they dropped out of

school.

Economically Disadvantaged

Economically disadvantaged students are those who participate in, or whose family participates in, economic assistance programs, such as

the free or reduced-price lunch programs, Social Security Insurance (SSI), Food Stamps, Foster Care, Refugee Assistance (cash or medical

assistance), Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), Safety Net Assistance (SNA), Bureau of Indian

Affairs (BIA), or Family Assistance: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). If one student in a family is identi�ed as low income, all

students from that household (economic unit) may be identi�ed as low income.

English Language Learners

English Language Learners (ELLs) are those who, by reason of foreign birth or ancestry, speak or understand a language other than English

and speak or understand little or no English, and require support in order to become pro�cient in English and are identi�ed pursuant to

Section 154.3 of Commissioner's Regulations.

First-Professional

A student enrolled in any of the following degree programs: Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.), Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.), Law (L.L.B., J.D.),

Medicine (M.D.), Optometry (O.D.), Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.), Pharmacy (Pharm.D.), Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.), Theology (M.Div.,

M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination), Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), Audiology, (Au.D.), Nursing Practice (D.N.P.), and Physical Therapy (D.P.T.)

First-Time

An entering freshman who has never attended any college (or other postsecondary institution), aside from college credits earned in high

school. Includes students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the �rst time in the prior summer term. Also includes students

who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation from high school).

Foster Care

Student who is in 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from their parents and for whom the agency under title IV-E of the Social

Security Act has placement and care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, placements in foster family homes, foster homes of

relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, child care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes. A child is in foster care in

accordance with this de�nition regardless of whether or not the foster care facility is licensed and payments are made by the State, tribal, or

local agency for the care of the child, whether adoption subsidy payments are being made prior to the �nalization of an adoption, or whether

there is federal matching of any payments that are made.

Free and Reduced-Price Lunch (FRPL)

Eligible for Free Lunch and Eligible for Reduced-Price Lunch percentages are determined by dividing the number of approved lunch

applicants by the Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) enrollment in full-day Kindergarten through Grade 12.

Full-Time

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more contact hours a week each

term. Graduate: A student enrolled for 9 or more semester credits, 9 or more quarter credits, or a student involved in thesis or dissertation

preparation that is considered full-time by the institution. First-Professional: As de�ned by the institution. 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS - REPORT CARDS DATA
2-YEAR Institutions

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 2 but less than 4 years duration. This includes occupational and vocational

schools with programs of at least 1800 hours and academic institutions with programs of less than 4 years. This does not include bachelor's

degree-granting institutions where the baccalaureate program can be completed in 3 years.

4-YEAR/GRAD Institutions

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 4 years duration or one that offers programs at or above the baccalaureate level.

This includes schools that offer post baccalaureate certi�cates only or those that offer graduate programs only. This also includes free-

standing medical, law or other �rst-professional schools.

Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP)

A program of preparation for the High School Equivalency Examination for students 16 to 19 years old as described in Section 100.7(h) of the

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. The number of enrolled students used as the denominator for determining the percentage of

students who entered an AHSEPP is the number of students in grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 14 or older.

Armed Forces Parent

Student with one or more parent or guardian who is a member of the Armed Forces and on Active Duty. The Armed Forces are the Army,

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, or full-time National Guard. Active duty means full-time duty in the active military service of

the United States. Such term includes full-time training duty, annual training duty, and attendance, while in the active military service, at a

school designated as a service school by law or by the Secretary of the military department concerned.

Attendance Rate

Annual Attendance Rate is determined by dividing the school's (or district's) total actual attendance by the total possible attendance for a

school year. A school's (or district's) actual attendance is the sum of the number of students in attendance on each day the school (or district's

schools) was open during the school year. Possible attendance is the sum of the number of enrolled students who should have been in

attendance on each day the school (or schools) was open during the school year. The state's Annual Attendance Rate is a weighted average of

all district-level attendance rates. Attendance data are lagged a year because data for the reporting year are reported in October following

the close of that reporting year.

Average Class Size

Average Class Size is the total registration in speci�ed classes divided by the number of those classes with registration. The count only

includes the reporting of students with the grade level associated with the class/course (e.g. tenth grade students enrolled in Mathematics

Grade 10). It excludes the reporting of mixed-level classes. Common Branch refers to self-contained classes in Grades 1-6.

CUNY

City University of New York

Completers

Completers are students with a local diploma with or without Regents endorsement or with an Individualized Education Diploma (IEP).

Core Classes 
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Full-Time Equivalent

Full-Time Equivalent is calculated as follows:

Undergraduates: Full-Time + ⅓ Part-Time

Graduates and First Professionals: Full-Time + ⅖ Part-Time

Gender

Gender (Male or Female) of the student being reported, as identi�ed by the student. In the case of very young transgender students not yet

able to advocate for themselves, gender may be identi�ed by the parent or guardian.

Grade

Instructional level for the student, as determined by the school district. Pre-Kindergarten counts include half- and full-day students. Students

classi�ed by districts as "pre-�rst" are included in �rst grade counts. Ungraded students are those assigned to a class that is not organized on

the basis of grade grouping and has no standard grade designation. This includes both regular and special classes that have no grade

designations. Such a class may contain students of different ages who are identi�ed according to level of performance in one or more areas of

instruction, rather than according to grade level or age level. The de�nition of 'Ungraded' does not include out-of-school youth, preschoolers,

or children who are not yet school age. Ungraded Elementary includes ungraded students who are age equivalent to students in

Kindergarten through 6th grade. Ungraded Secondary includes ungraded students who are age equivalent to students in 7th through 12th

grade.

Graduate Student

A student who holds a bachelor's, �rst-professional degree, or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post baccalaureate level. These

students may or may not be enrolled in graduate programs (not to include students in �rst-professional programs).

Graduates

Graduates include students who received a local diploma or a local diploma with Regents endorsement (Regents diploma). All students who

received a Regents diploma (with or without Advanced Designation or CTE Endorsement) are included in the number of students with

Regents diploma.

High School Completers

High school completers are Graduates plus students who received an Individualized Education Diploma (IEP).

Highly Quali�ed Teachers

To be Highly Quali�ed, a teacher must have at least a Bachelor's degree, be certi�ed to teach in the subject area or otherwise in accordance

with State standards, and show subject matter competency.

In public schools, a teacher who taught one class outside of the certi�cation area(s) is counted as Highly Quali�ed provided that 1) the

teacher had been determined by the school or district through the HOUSSE process or other state-accepted methods to have demonstrated

acceptable subject knowledge and teaching skills and 2) the class in question was not the sole assignment reported. Credit for incidental

teaching does not extend beyond a single assignment. Independent of Highly Quali�ed Teacher status, any assignment for which a teacher

did not hold a valid certi�cate still registers as teaching out of certi�cation.

In charter schools, a teacher is counted as Highly Quali�ed if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's degree, is certi�ed to teach, and shows

subject matter competency. Enabling legislation allows charter school teachers to be employed if they hold any valid teaching certi�cate.

Legislation also permits up to 30 percent, with a maximum of �ve, whichever is less, plus an additional �ve teachers of mathematics, science,



Core Classes are primarily K-6 common branch, English, mathematics, science, social studies, art, music, and foreign languages.

Dropouts

Dropouts are students in grades 7-12 and ungraded secondary students whose last regular enrollment record indicated they dropped out of

school.

Economically Disadvantaged

Economically disadvantaged students are those who participate in, or whose family participates in, economic assistance programs, such as

the free or reduced-price lunch programs, Social Security Insurance (SSI), Food Stamps, Foster Care, Refugee Assistance (cash or medical

assistance), Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), Safety Net Assistance (SNA), Bureau of Indian

Affairs (BIA), or Family Assistance: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). If one student in a family is identi�ed as low income, all

students from that household (economic unit) may be identi�ed as low income.

English Language Learners

English Language Learners (ELLs) are those who, by reason of foreign birth or ancestry, speak or understand a language other than English

and speak or understand little or no English, and require support in order to become pro�cient in English and are identi�ed pursuant to

Section 154.3 of Commissioner's Regulations.

First-Professional

A student enrolled in any of the following degree programs: Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.), Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.), Law (L.L.B., J.D.),

Medicine (M.D.), Optometry (O.D.), Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.), Pharmacy (Pharm.D.), Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.), Theology (M.Div.,

M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination), Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), Audiology, (Au.D.), Nursing Practice (D.N.P.), and Physical Therapy (D.P.T.)

First-Time

An entering freshman who has never attended any college (or other postsecondary institution), aside from college credits earned in high

school. Includes students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the �rst time in the prior summer term. Also includes students

who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation from high school).

Foster Care

Student who is in 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from their parents and for whom the agency under title IV-E of the Social

Security Act has placement and care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, placements in foster family homes, foster homes of

relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, child care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes. A child is in foster care in

accordance with this de�nition regardless of whether or not the foster care facility is licensed and payments are made by the State, tribal, or

local agency for the care of the child, whether adoption subsidy payments are being made prior to the �nalization of an adoption, or whether

there is federal matching of any payments that are made.

Free and Reduced-Price Lunch (FRPL)

Eligible for Free Lunch and Eligible for Reduced-Price Lunch percentages are determined by dividing the number of approved lunch

applicants by the Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) enrollment in full-day Kindergarten through Grade 12.

Full-Time

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more contact hours a week each

term. Graduate: A student enrolled for 9 or more semester credits, 9 or more quarter credits, or a student involved in thesis or dissertation

preparation that is considered full-time by the institution. First-Professional: As de�ned by the institution. 
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Full-Time Equivalent

Full-Time Equivalent is calculated as follows:

Undergraduates: Full-Time + ⅓ Part-Time

Graduates and First Professionals: Full-Time + ⅖ Part-Time

Gender

Gender (Male or Female) of the student being reported, as identi�ed by the student. In the case of very young transgender students not yet

able to advocate for themselves, gender may be identi�ed by the parent or guardian.

Grade

Instructional level for the student, as determined by the school district. Pre-Kindergarten counts include half- and full-day students. Students

classi�ed by districts as "pre-�rst" are included in �rst grade counts. Ungraded students are those assigned to a class that is not organized on

the basis of grade grouping and has no standard grade designation. This includes both regular and special classes that have no grade

designations. Such a class may contain students of different ages who are identi�ed according to level of performance in one or more areas of

instruction, rather than according to grade level or age level. The de�nition of 'Ungraded' does not include out-of-school youth, preschoolers,

or children who are not yet school age. Ungraded Elementary includes ungraded students who are age equivalent to students in

Kindergarten through 6th grade. Ungraded Secondary includes ungraded students who are age equivalent to students in 7th through 12th

grade.

Graduate Student

A student who holds a bachelor's, �rst-professional degree, or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post baccalaureate level. These

students may or may not be enrolled in graduate programs (not to include students in �rst-professional programs).

Graduates

Graduates include students who received a local diploma or a local diploma with Regents endorsement (Regents diploma). All students who

received a Regents diploma (with or without Advanced Designation or CTE Endorsement) are included in the number of students with

Regents diploma.

High School Completers

High school completers are Graduates plus students who received an Individualized Education Diploma (IEP).

Highly Quali�ed Teachers

To be Highly Quali�ed, a teacher must have at least a Bachelor's degree, be certi�ed to teach in the subject area or otherwise in accordance

with State standards, and show subject matter competency.

In public schools, a teacher who taught one class outside of the certi�cation area(s) is counted as Highly Quali�ed provided that 1) the

teacher had been determined by the school or district through the HOUSSE process or other state-accepted methods to have demonstrated

acceptable subject knowledge and teaching skills and 2) the class in question was not the sole assignment reported. Credit for incidental

teaching does not extend beyond a single assignment. Independent of Highly Quali�ed Teacher status, any assignment for which a teacher

did not hold a valid certi�cate still registers as teaching out of certi�cation.

In charter schools, a teacher is counted as Highly Quali�ed if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's degree, is certi�ed to teach, and shows

subject matter competency. Enabling legislation allows charter school teachers to be employed if they hold any valid teaching certi�cate.

Legislation also permits up to 30 percent, with a maximum of �ve, whichever is less, plus an additional �ve teachers of mathematics, science,



computer science, technology, or career and technical education, and an additional �ve teachers of a charter school to be without

certi�cation and be considered Highly Quali�ed if they meet all remaining criteria.

High-poverty and low-poverty schools used for highly quali�ed teacher categorization are those schools in the upper and lower quartiles,

respectively, for percentage of students eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch.

Statewide "Total Number of Teachers" includes a small number of teachers counted more than once if they were reported in multiple

districts.

Homeless

Student who lacks a �xed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a student who is sharing the housing of other persons due to a

loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason; living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative

adequate accommodations; abandoned in hospitals; or a migratory child, as de�ned in subsection 2 of section 1309 of the Elementary and

Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, who quali�es as homeless under any of the above provisions; or has a primary nighttime

location that is a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations including, but not

limited to, shelters operated or approved by the State or local department of social services, and residential programs for runaway and

homeless youth established pursuant to article 19H of the executive law or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus, train

stations, or similar setting. Homeless students do not include children in foster care placements or who are receiving educational services

pursuant to subdivision four, �ve, six, six-a, or seven of Education Law §3202 or pursuant to article 81, 85, 87, or 88 of Education Law.

Independent

Is a private-not-for-pro�t institution.

Migrant

Student who is, or whose parent, guardian, or spouse is, a migratory agricultural worker, including a migratory dairy worker or a migratory

�sher, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain, or accompany such parent, guardian, or spouse, in order to obtain, temporary

or seasonal employment in agricultural or �shing work has moved from one school district to another.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), developed in 1969, is a nationally representative assessment of the performance

of United States' students in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. The NAEP

assessment is administered to a sampling of schools across New York State. Teachers, principals, parents, policymakers, and researchers use

NAEP results to assess progress and develop ways to improve education in the United States. As part of a federal requirement, NYSED is

publishing these statewide results on NAEP. There are no consequences for schools, teachers, or students based on NAEP results. For more

information about NAEP, see the National Center for Education Statistics web site at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.

New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA)

The New York State Alternate Assessments are administered in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to ungraded students with

severe cognitive disabilities whose ages are equivalent to graded students in grades 3 through 8 and secondary level. They are administered

in science to students with disabilities age equivalent to graded students in grades 4, 8, and secondary level. And they are administered in

social studies at the secondary level only. Students identi�ed by their district's Committee on Special Education as eligible to take the New

York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) may use this assessment to ful�ll the participation and performance criteria for

elementary/middle- and secondary-level English language arts and mathematic and elementary/middle-level science for accountability.

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)

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computer science, technology, or career and technical education, and an additional �ve teachers of a charter school to be without

certi�cation and be considered Highly Quali�ed if they meet all remaining criteria.

High-poverty and low-poverty schools used for highly quali�ed teacher categorization are those schools in the upper and lower quartiles,

respectively, for percentage of students eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch.

Statewide "Total Number of Teachers" includes a small number of teachers counted more than once if they were reported in multiple

districts.

Homeless

Student who lacks a �xed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a student who is sharing the housing of other persons due to a

loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason; living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative

adequate accommodations; abandoned in hospitals; or a migratory child, as de�ned in subsection 2 of section 1309 of the Elementary and

Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, who quali�es as homeless under any of the above provisions; or has a primary nighttime

location that is a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations including, but not

limited to, shelters operated or approved by the State or local department of social services, and residential programs for runaway and

homeless youth established pursuant to article 19H of the executive law or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus, train

stations, or similar setting. Homeless students do not include children in foster care placements or who are receiving educational services

pursuant to subdivision four, �ve, six, six-a, or seven of Education Law §3202 or pursuant to article 81, 85, 87, or 88 of Education Law.

Independent

Is a private-not-for-pro�t institution.

Migrant

Student who is, or whose parent, guardian, or spouse is, a migratory agricultural worker, including a migratory dairy worker or a migratory

�sher, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain, or accompany such parent, guardian, or spouse, in order to obtain, temporary

or seasonal employment in agricultural or �shing work has moved from one school district to another.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), developed in 1969, is a nationally representative assessment of the performance

of United States' students in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. The NAEP

assessment is administered to a sampling of schools across New York State. Teachers, principals, parents, policymakers, and researchers use

NAEP results to assess progress and develop ways to improve education in the United States. As part of a federal requirement, NYSED is

publishing these statewide results on NAEP. There are no consequences for schools, teachers, or students based on NAEP results. For more

information about NAEP, see the National Center for Education Statistics web site at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.

New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA)

The New York State Alternate Assessments are administered in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to ungraded students with

severe cognitive disabilities whose ages are equivalent to graded students in grades 3 through 8 and secondary level. They are administered

in science to students with disabilities age equivalent to graded students in grades 4, 8, and secondary level. And they are administered in

social studies at the secondary level only. Students identi�ed by their district's Committee on Special Education as eligible to take the New

York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) may use this assessment to ful�ll the participation and performance criteria for

elementary/middle- and secondary-level English language arts and mathematic and elementary/middle-level science for accountability.

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)


The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Tests are administered in grades K through 12 to limited English pro�cient

students.

New York State Testing Program (NYSTP)

The New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) assessments are administered annually in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics in

grades 3 through 8.

Non-completers

Non-completers is the sum of dropouts and students who entered an Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP).

The number of enrolled students used as the denominator for determining the percentage of noncompleters is the number of students in

grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 14 or older.

Part-Time

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for either less than 12 semester or quarter credits, or less than 24 contact hours a week each term.

Graduate: A student enrolled for less than 9 semester or quarter credits. First-Professional: As de�ned by the institution.

Performance Levels

Descriptors of performance levels for the Grades 3-8 New York State Testing Program Assessments in English language arts (ELA) and

Mathematics are available at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/ela-math/ in the "Scale Score to Performance Level Conversion Charts" section.

Descriptors of performance levels for Grades 4 and 8 Science Tests are available in the Rating Guides at

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/science/science-ei.html.

Post-secondary Plans of Completers

Percent of students with Regents or local diplomas who reported their post-graduation plans to be attending college, entering the military,

entering into employment, entering adult services, or other known or unknown.

Private Institutions

An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported primarily by other than

public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed of�cials. These institutions may be either for-pro�t or not-for-pro�t.

Proprietary

Is a private-for-pro�t institution.

Public Institutions

An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed school of�cials and which is

supported primarily by public funds.

Race/Ethnicity

Race or races with which the student primarily identi�es as indicated by the student or the parent/guardian.


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The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Tests are administered in grades K through 12 to limited English pro�cient

students.

New York State Testing Program (NYSTP)

The New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) assessments are administered annually in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics in

grades 3 through 8.

Non-completers

Non-completers is the sum of dropouts and students who entered an Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP).

The number of enrolled students used as the denominator for determining the percentage of noncompleters is the number of students in

grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 14 or older.

Part-Time

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for either less than 12 semester or quarter credits, or less than 24 contact hours a week each term.

Graduate: A student enrolled for less than 9 semester or quarter credits. First-Professional: As de�ned by the institution.

Performance Levels

Descriptors of performance levels for the Grades 3-8 New York State Testing Program Assessments in English language arts (ELA) and

Mathematics are available at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/ela-math/ in the "Scale Score to Performance Level Conversion Charts" section.

Descriptors of performance levels for Grades 4 and 8 Science Tests are available in the Rating Guides at

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/science/science-ei.html.

Post-secondary Plans of Completers

Percent of students with Regents or local diplomas who reported their post-graduation plans to be attending college, entering the military,

entering into employment, entering adult services, or other known or unknown.

Private Institutions

An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported primarily by other than

public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed of�cials. These institutions may be either for-pro�t or not-for-pro�t.

Proprietary

Is a private-for-pro�t institution.

Public Institutions

An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed school of�cials and which is

supported primarily by public funds.

Race/Ethnicity

Race or races with which the student primarily identi�es as indicated by the student or the parent/guardian.



American Indian or Alaska Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America

(including Central America) and who maintains cultural identi�cation through tribal af�liation or community recognition.

Asian or Native Hawaiian/Other Paci�c Islander: : A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,

Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent, including Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine

Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam; or a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other

Paci�c Islands.

Black or African American: A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

Hispanic or Latino: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin,

regardless of race.

White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East.

Recently Arrived LEP Students

Recently arrived LEP students are limited English pro�cient (LEP) students (including those from Puerto Rico) who on April 1 of the reporting

year will have been attending school in the United States for less than one year. These students may use the New York State English as a

Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) in lieu of the 3-8 New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) in English language arts (ELA) to

meet the participation requirement for making Adequate Yearly Progress in elementary/middle-level ELA for institutional accountability

purposes.

Regents Competency Tests

Annual Regents Competency Test (RCT) results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. If a student takes the

same RCT multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is included in the annual results.

Regents Examinations

Annual Regents examination results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. If a student takes the same Regents

examination multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is included in the annual results.

SUNY

State University of New York

Staff Counts

Principals and assistant principals include full- and part-time. Other professional staff include administrators, guidance counselors, school

nurses, psychologists, and other professionals who devote more than half of their time to non-teaching duties. Paraprofessionals include full-

and part-time supplementary school personnel.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities are those who have been identi�ed as such by the Committee on Special Education and are receiving services

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Students with disabilities include those having an intellectual disability; hearing

impairment, including deafness; speech or language impairment; visual impairment, including blindness; serious emotional disturbance;

orthopedic impairment; autism; traumatic brain injury; developmental delay; other health impairment; speci�c learning disability; deaf-

blindness; or multiple disabilities and who, by reason thereof, receive special education and related services under the IDEA according to an

Individualized Education Program (IEP), Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), or a services plan.

Suspensions


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Student Suspension rate is determined by dividing the number of students who were suspended from school (not including in-school

suspensions) for one full day or longer anytime during the school year by the Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) day enrollments for that

school year. A student is counted only once, regardless of whether the student was suspended one or more times during the school year.

Suspension data are lagged a year because data for the reporting year are reported in October following the close of that reporting year.

Teacher Quali�cations

No Valid Teaching Certi�cate: The Percent with No Valid Teaching Certi�cate is the percent of teachers without a valid

teaching certi�cate.

Teaching Out of Certi�cation: The Percent Teaching Out of Certi�cation is the percent of teachers teaching out of

certi�cation on more than an incidental basis (more than one assignment). In charter schools, a teacher is allowed to be

employed if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's degree, is certi�ed to teach, and shows subject matter competency. Enabling

legislation allows charter school teachers to be employed if they hold any valid teaching certi�cate. Legislation also permits up

to 30 percent, with a maximum of �ve, whichever is less, plus an additional �ve teachers of mathematics, science, computer

science, technology, or career and technical education, and an additional �ve teachers of a charter school to be employed

without certi�cation.

Three Year of Experience: The Percent with Fewer Than Three Years of Experience is the percent of teachers with fewer than

three years of teaching experience.

Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or Doctorate: The Percent with Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or Doctorate is the percent of

teachers with a Master's Degree and 30 hours of credits towards a doctorate or a Doctorate.

Number of Classes: The Total Number of Classes is the number of classes/assignments reported by teachers. This includes all

teaching/instructional assignments reported to the Department.

Teachers without Appropriate Certi�cation: The Percent Taught by Teachers without Appropriate Certi�cation is the percent

of all teachers teaching one or more assignments outside of certi�cation.

Teacher Turnover Rate

Teacher Turnover Rate for a speci�ed school year is the count of teachers in the prior school year who did not return to a teaching position in

the district in the current school year expressed as a percentage. This includes all teaching/instructional assignments reported to the

Department.

Total Cohort

A secondary-level total cohort consists of all students who �rst enter grade 9 anywhere or, in the case of ungraded students with disabilities,

reach their seventeenth birthday in a particular school year (July 1 - June 30). The "year" used to identify the cohort is the year in which the

July 1 - December 31 dates fall. For more detailed information on cohort de�nitions, see the SIRS Manual.

Undergraduate

A student enrolled in, or taking courses creditable toward, a 4- or 5-year bachelor's degree program, an associate's degree program, or a

vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate. High School students taking degree-credit work are included in the counts of all

enrolled undergraduates.
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American Indian or Alaska Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America

(including Central America) and who maintains cultural identi�cation through tribal af�liation or community recognition.

Asian or Native Hawaiian/Other Paci�c Islander: : A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,

Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent, including Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine

Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam; or a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other

Paci�c Islands.

Black or African American: A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

Hispanic or Latino: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin,

regardless of race.

White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East.

Recently Arrived LEP Students

Recently arrived LEP students are limited English pro�cient (LEP) students (including those from Puerto Rico) who on April 1 of the reporting

year will have been attending school in the United States for less than one year. These students may use the New York State English as a

Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) in lieu of the 3-8 New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) in English language arts (ELA) to

meet the participation requirement for making Adequate Yearly Progress in elementary/middle-level ELA for institutional accountability

purposes.

Regents Competency Tests

Annual Regents Competency Test (RCT) results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. If a student takes the

same RCT multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is included in the annual results.

Regents Examinations

Annual Regents examination results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. If a student takes the same Regents

examination multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is included in the annual results.

SUNY

State University of New York

Staff Counts

Principals and assistant principals include full- and part-time. Other professional staff include administrators, guidance counselors, school

nurses, psychologists, and other professionals who devote more than half of their time to non-teaching duties. Paraprofessionals include full-

and part-time supplementary school personnel.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities are those who have been identi�ed as such by the Committee on Special Education and are receiving services

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Students with disabilities include those having an intellectual disability; hearing

impairment, including deafness; speech or language impairment; visual impairment, including blindness; serious emotional disturbance;

orthopedic impairment; autism; traumatic brain injury; developmental delay; other health impairment; speci�c learning disability; deaf-

blindness; or multiple disabilities and who, by reason thereof, receive special education and related services under the IDEA according to an

Individualized Education Program (IEP), Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), or a services plan.

Suspensions
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Student Suspension rate is determined by dividing the number of students who were suspended from school (not including in-school

suspensions) for one full day or longer anytime during the school year by the Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) day enrollments for that

school year. A student is counted only once, regardless of whether the student was suspended one or more times during the school year.

Suspension data are lagged a year because data for the reporting year are reported in October following the close of that reporting year.

Teacher Quali�cations

No Valid Teaching Certi�cate: The Percent with No Valid Teaching Certi�cate is the percent of teachers without a valid

teaching certi�cate.

Teaching Out of Certi�cation: The Percent Teaching Out of Certi�cation is the percent of teachers teaching out of

certi�cation on more than an incidental basis (more than one assignment). In charter schools, a teacher is allowed to be

employed if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's degree, is certi�ed to teach, and shows subject matter competency. Enabling

legislation allows charter school teachers to be employed if they hold any valid teaching certi�cate. Legislation also permits up

to 30 percent, with a maximum of �ve, whichever is less, plus an additional �ve teachers of mathematics, science, computer

science, technology, or career and technical education, and an additional �ve teachers of a charter school to be employed

without certi�cation.

Three Year of Experience: The Percent with Fewer Than Three Years of Experience is the percent of teachers with fewer than

three years of teaching experience.

Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or Doctorate: The Percent with Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or Doctorate is the percent of

teachers with a Master's Degree and 30 hours of credits towards a doctorate or a Doctorate.

Number of Classes: The Total Number of Classes is the number of classes/assignments reported by teachers. This includes all

teaching/instructional assignments reported to the Department.

Teachers without Appropriate Certi�cation: The Percent Taught by Teachers without Appropriate Certi�cation is the percent

of all teachers teaching one or more assignments outside of certi�cation.

Teacher Turnover Rate

Teacher Turnover Rate for a speci�ed school year is the count of teachers in the prior school year who did not return to a teaching position in

the district in the current school year expressed as a percentage. This includes all teaching/instructional assignments reported to the

Department.

Total Cohort

A secondary-level total cohort consists of all students who �rst enter grade 9 anywhere or, in the case of ungraded students with disabilities,

reach their seventeenth birthday in a particular school year (July 1 - June 30). The "year" used to identify the cohort is the year in which the

July 1 - December 31 dates fall. For more detailed information on cohort de�nitions, see the SIRS Manual.

Undergraduate

A student enrolled in, or taking courses creditable toward, a 4- or 5-year bachelor's degree program, an associate's degree program, or a

vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate. High School students taking degree-credit work are included in the counts of all

enrolled undergraduates.
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Glossary of Terms - Accountability DataGLOSSARY OF TERMS - ACCOUNTABILITY DATA
Overview of Accountability Data in New York State Report Cards

Accountability data in the New York State Report Cards includes participation rates, performance data (Performance Indices),

and graduation rates. Performance Indices (PIs) and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations are used to assist in

identifying districts and schools as Reward, Focus, and Priority under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

waiver. District/school identi�cations are available on our ESEA Accountability Designations page. Explanations of how data are

used to make identi�cation are available on our Accountability Designation Materials page. For more information, contact the

Of�ce of Accountability.

Performance Indices (PIs) and Unweighted Combined PIs are used to determine if a district or school is Priority or Focus.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for accountability groups (all students, racial/ethnic groups, students with disabilities, english

language learner students, and economically disadvantaged students) and PIs for accountability groups and non-AYP groups

(non-racial/ethnic groups, general-education students, English pro�cient students, not economically disadvantaged students,

male and female students, and migrant and non-migrant students) are used to determine if a district or school is Reward or a

school requires a Local Assistance Plan. For more information, see the ESEA Flexibility Waiver.

Adequate Yearly Progress 

In accordance with federal and State laws, the New York State Education Department must determine and report on the

performance of students in the following areas:

1. Elementary/middle-level (grades 3-8) English Language Arts (ELA)

2. Elementary/middle-level (grades 3-8) Mathematics

3. Elementary/middle-level (grades 4 and 8) Science

4. Secondary-level (grades 9-12) ELA

5. Secondary-level (grades 9-12) Mathematics

6. Graduation Rate

This performance is determined by identifying whether or not a district or school made "Adequate Yearly Progress" (AYP). AYP

indicates satisfactory progress by a district or a school toward the goal of pro�ciency for all students. In ELA, mathematics, and

science, AYP is determined by comparing the percentage of students tested and the performance of tested students against

de�ned standards. In graduation rate, AYP is determined by comparing the percentage of students graduating against de�ned

standards.

Standards for English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science

Participation: In ELA and mathematics, 95% of students in each accountability group with 40 or more members must be tested

to meet the participation criterion. In science, 80% must be tested.

Performance: In ELA and mathematics, a calculated measure of performance called the "Performance Index" (PI) for each

accountability group with 30 or more members must equal or exceed a preset objective called an "Effective Annual Measurable

Objective" (EAMO) or a safety net objective called a "Safe Harbor Target." In science, the criterion for performance is the same

but the safety net is referred to as a "Progress Target."

Districts and schools must meet both the participation and performance criteria for all groups with suf�cient numbers to make

AYP.

Standards for Graduation Rate

Districts and schools with secondary-level grades are also held to certain standards for the percentage of students who

graduated. To make AYP in graduation rate, every accountability group with 30 or more members must make AYP. For a group to

make AYP, the graduation rate of the 4-year graduation-rate total cohort or the 5-year graduation-rate total cohort must equal

or exceed the Graduation-Rate Standard of 80% or the group's Progress Target. A cohort is a group of students who entered

grade 9 anywhere in a particular school year. Graduation rates for these cohorts are then determined 4 and 5 years after the

students �rst enter grade 9.

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GLOSSARY OF TERMS - ACCOUNTABILITY DATA
Overview of Accountability Data in New York State Report Cards

Accountability data in the New York State Report Cards includes participation rates, performance data (Performance Indices),

and graduation rates. Performance Indices (PIs) and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations are used to assist in

identifying districts and schools as Reward, Focus, and Priority under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

waiver. District/school identi�cations are available on our ESEA Accountability Designations page. Explanations of how data are

used to make identi�cation are available on our Accountability Designation Materials page. For more information, contact the

Of�ce of Accountability.

Performance Indices (PIs) and Unweighted Combined PIs are used to determine if a district or school is Priority or Focus.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for accountability groups (all students, racial/ethnic groups, students with disabilities, english

language learner students, and economically disadvantaged students) and PIs for accountability groups and non-AYP groups

(non-racial/ethnic groups, general-education students, English pro�cient students, not economically disadvantaged students,

male and female students, and migrant and non-migrant students) are used to determine if a district or school is Reward or a

school requires a Local Assistance Plan. For more information, see the ESEA Flexibility Waiver.

Adequate Yearly Progress 

In accordance with federal and State laws, the New York State Education Department must determine and report on the

performance of students in the following areas:

1. Elementary/middle-level (grades 3-8) English Language Arts (ELA)

2. Elementary/middle-level (grades 3-8) Mathematics

3. Elementary/middle-level (grades 4 and 8) Science

4. Secondary-level (grades 9-12) ELA

5. Secondary-level (grades 9-12) Mathematics

6. Graduation Rate

This performance is determined by identifying whether or not a district or school made "Adequate Yearly Progress" (AYP). AYP

indicates satisfactory progress by a district or a school toward the goal of pro�ciency for all students. In ELA, mathematics, and

science, AYP is determined by comparing the percentage of students tested and the performance of tested students against

de�ned standards. In graduation rate, AYP is determined by comparing the percentage of students graduating against de�ned

standards.

Standards for English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science

Participation: In ELA and mathematics, 95% of students in each accountability group with 40 or more members must be tested

to meet the participation criterion. In science, 80% must be tested.

Performance: In ELA and mathematics, a calculated measure of performance called the "Performance Index" (PI) for each

accountability group with 30 or more members must equal or exceed a preset objective called an "Effective Annual Measurable

Objective" (EAMO) or a safety net objective called a "Safe Harbor Target." In science, the criterion for performance is the same

but the safety net is referred to as a "Progress Target."

Districts and schools must meet both the participation and performance criteria for all groups with suf�cient numbers to make

AYP.

Standards for Graduation Rate

Districts and schools with secondary-level grades are also held to certain standards for the percentage of students who

graduated. To make AYP in graduation rate, every accountability group with 30 or more members must make AYP. For a group to

make AYP, the graduation rate of the 4-year graduation-rate total cohort or the 5-year graduation-rate total cohort must equal

or exceed the Graduation-Rate Standard of 80% or the group's Progress Target. A cohort is a group of students who entered

grade 9 anywhere in a particular school year. Graduation rates for these cohorts are then determined 4 and 5 years after the

students �rst enter grade 9.


BEDS Day

Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) Day is typically the �rst Wednesday in October of the school year.

Cohort

A cohort consists of all students who �rst entered grade 9 anywhere between July 1 and June 30 of a particular year or, in the case of ungraded

students with disabilities, reached their seventeenth birthday during that year (i.e., the 2008 cohort consists of students who entered grade 9

and ungraded students with disabilities who reached their seventeenth birthday between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009). A more detailed

de�nition of cohort is available in the SIRS Manual.

Accountability Cohort: Results for students in the Accountability Cohort are captured as of June 30th four years after they �rst enter grade 9.

Graduation-Rate Total Cohort: Results for students in the four-year graduation-rate total cohort are captured as of August 31 four years after

they �rst enter grade 9. Results for students in the �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort are captured as of August 31 �ve years after they �rst

enter grade 9.

Effective Annual Measurable Objective (EAMO)

The EAMO is the PI value that each accountability group of a given size within a district or school is expected to achieve to meet the

performance criterion. The EAMO table is available on the New York State Accountability page under the header "Annual Measurable

Objectives."

Graduation Rate

The graduate rate for the four-year graduation-rate total cohort is the percentage of cohort members who earned a local or Regents diploma

by August 31 four years after entering grade 9.

The graduate rate for the �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort is the percentage of cohort members who earned a local or Regents diploma by

August 31 �ve years after entering grade 9.

Medically Excused

Students who were excused from testing for medical reasons in accordance with federal No Child Left Behind guidance are not included in

elementary/middle-level calculations.

Performance Index (PI)

A PI is a value from 0 to 200 that is assigned to an accountability group, indicating how that group performed on a required State test (or

approved alternative).

2012-13 and 2013-14 elementary/middle-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to six performance levels: Level 1 On

Track, Level 1 Not On Track, Level 2 On Track, Level 2 Not On Track, Level 3, and Level 4. A PI is calculated using the levels and the following

equation: ([2(Count at Level 1 On Track) + Count at Level 2 Not On Track + 2(Count at Level 2 On Track) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at

Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested Students]) × 100

2011-12 and Prior and 2014-15 and 2015-16 elementary/middle-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to four

performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is calculated using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level

3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested Students]) × 100



For more information on how AYP and PIs are determined, see Understanding Accountability in New York State.
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BEDS Day

Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) Day is typically the �rst Wednesday in October of the school year.

Cohort

A cohort consists of all students who �rst entered grade 9 anywhere between July 1 and June 30 of a particular year or, in the case of ungraded

students with disabilities, reached their seventeenth birthday during that year (i.e., the 2008 cohort consists of students who entered grade 9

and ungraded students with disabilities who reached their seventeenth birthday between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009). A more detailed

de�nition of cohort is available in the SIRS Manual.

Accountability Cohort: Results for students in the Accountability Cohort are captured as of June 30th four years after they �rst enter grade 9.

Graduation-Rate Total Cohort: Results for students in the four-year graduation-rate total cohort are captured as of August 31 four years after

they �rst enter grade 9. Results for students in the �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort are captured as of August 31 �ve years after they �rst

enter grade 9.

Effective Annual Measurable Objective (EAMO)

The EAMO is the PI value that each accountability group of a given size within a district or school is expected to achieve to meet the

performance criterion. The EAMO table is available on the New York State Accountability page under the header "Annual Measurable

Objectives."

Graduation Rate

The graduate rate for the four-year graduation-rate total cohort is the percentage of cohort members who earned a local or Regents diploma

by August 31 four years after entering grade 9.

The graduate rate for the �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort is the percentage of cohort members who earned a local or Regents diploma by

August 31 �ve years after entering grade 9.

Medically Excused

Students who were excused from testing for medical reasons in accordance with federal No Child Left Behind guidance are not included in

elementary/middle-level calculations.

Performance Index (PI)

A PI is a value from 0 to 200 that is assigned to an accountability group, indicating how that group performed on a required State test (or

approved alternative).

2012-13 and 2013-14 elementary/middle-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to six performance levels: Level 1 On

Track, Level 1 Not On Track, Level 2 On Track, Level 2 Not On Track, Level 3, and Level 4. A PI is calculated using the levels and the following

equation: ([2(Count at Level 1 On Track) + Count at Level 2 Not On Track + 2(Count at Level 2 On Track) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at

Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested Students]) × 100

2011-12 and Prior and 2014-15 and 2015-16 elementary/middle-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to four

performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is calculated using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level

3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested Students]) × 100


Elementary/middle-level science: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is

calculated using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested

Students]) × 100

Secondary-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is calculated

using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Cohort Members]) ×

100

Progress Target

Elementary/middle-level science: A Progress Target provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups

whose PIs are less than their EAMOs. The Progress Target is calculated by adding 1 point to the previous year's PI.

Four-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current four-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 10% gap reduction in the

graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current four-

year graduation-rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort) ×

0.1] + the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort

Five-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 20% gap reduction in the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current �ve-year graduation-

rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort) × 0.2] + the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort.

Safe Harbor Target

Safe Harbor provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups whose PIs are less than their EAMOs in

elementary/middle- and secondary-level ELA and mathematics. The current year's Safe Harbor Target is calculated using the following

formula: Previous Year's PI + (200 - the Previous Year's PI) × 0.10. (Note: Due to modi�cations to the 2012-13 elementary/middle-level ELA

and math assessments, 2012-13 Safe Harbor Targets for these measures were determined using alternate methods.)

Unweighted Combined PI

The unweighted combined ELA and math Performance Index (PI) is the sum of the PIs for all measures for which the school/district has 30 or

more students in the group divided by the number of measures for which the school/district has 30 or more students in the group. For example,

EM ELA = 150, EM Math = 180, HS ELA = 140, HS Math = 160: (150 + 180 + 140 + 160) ÷ 4 = 157.5 = 158.
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Elementary/middle-level science: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is

calculated using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested

Students]) × 100

Secondary-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is calculated

using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Cohort Members]) ×

100

Progress Target

Elementary/middle-level science: A Progress Target provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups

whose PIs are less than their EAMOs. The Progress Target is calculated by adding 1 point to the previous year's PI.

Four-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current four-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 10% gap reduction in the

graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current four-

year graduation-rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort) ×

0.1] + the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort

Five-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 20% gap reduction in the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current �ve-year graduation-

rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort) × 0.2] + the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort.

Safe Harbor Target

Safe Harbor provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups whose PIs are less than their EAMOs in

elementary/middle- and secondary-level ELA and mathematics. The current year's Safe Harbor Target is calculated using the following

formula: Previous Year's PI + (200 - the Previous Year's PI) × 0.10. (Note: Due to modi�cations to the 2012-13 elementary/middle-level ELA

and math assessments, 2012-13 Safe Harbor Targets for these measures were determined using alternate methods.)

Unweighted Combined PI

The unweighted combined ELA and math Performance Index (PI) is the sum of the PIs for all measures for which the school/district has 30 or

more students in the group divided by the number of measures for which the school/district has 30 or more students in the group. For example,

EM ELA = 150, EM Math = 180, HS ELA = 140, HS Math = 160: (150 + 180 + 140 + 160) ÷ 4 = 157.5 = 158.
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Elementary/middle-level science: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is

calculated using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Tested

Students]) × 100

Secondary-level ELA/math: Student scores on the tests are converted to four performance levels, from Level 1 to Level 4. A PI is calculated

using the levels and the following equation: ([(Count at Level 2) + 2(Count at Level 3) + 2(Count at Level 4)] ÷ [Count of Cohort Members]) ×

100

Progress Target

Elementary/middle-level science: A Progress Target provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups

whose PIs are less than their EAMOs. The Progress Target is calculated by adding 1 point to the previous year's PI.

Four-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current four-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 10% gap reduction in the

graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current four-

year graduation-rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort) ×

0.1] + the graduation rate of the previous year's four-year graduation-rate total cohort

Five-year Graduation Rate: The Progress Target for the current �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort is a 20% gap reduction in the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort. The following equation is used to determine the current �ve-year graduation-

rate total cohort progress target: [(80 - the graduation rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort) × 0.2] + the graduation

rate of the previous year's �ve-year graduation-rate total cohort.

Safe Harbor Target

Safe Harbor provides an alternate means to meet the performance criterion for accountability groups whose PIs are less than their EAMOs in

elementary/middle- and secondary-level ELA and mathematics. The current year's Safe Harbor Target is calculated using the following

formula: Previous Year's PI + (200 - the Previous Year's PI) × 0.10. (Note: Due to modi�cations to the 2012-13 elementary/middle-level ELA

and math assessments, 2012-13 Safe Harbor Targets for these measures were determined using alternate methods.)

Unweighted Combined PI

The unweighted combined ELA and math Performance Index (PI) is the sum of the PIs for all measures for which the school/district has 30 or

more students in the group divided by the number of measures for which the school/district has 30 or more students in the group. For example,

EM ELA = 150, EM Math = 180, HS ELA = 140, HS Math = 160: (150 + 180 + 140 + 160) ÷ 4 = 157.5 = 158.
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